
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLANTS & FLOWERS OF THE CENTRAL AFRICAN HIGHLANDS - ZAMBIA, TANZANIA &  
THE CONGO: A TALK BY KEITH FEY HOSTED BY SANI WILDLIFE BRANCH OF WESSA 

Date: Tuesday 21 June 2011 
Time: 18h30 for 19h00 
Place: the Mountaineers Clubhouse  

Tea and coffee will be available after the talk. Non-members welcome. 
WESSA and Sani Wildlife publications will be available for sale. Donations towards Sani Wildlife, and the costs of the 
evening, will be appreciated. Contact Graham Kletz sanisec@wessakzn.org.za Tel: 033 701 1167 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH AT SIBUDU CAVE 
Sibudu Cave, only 45 km northwest of Durban, has a wealth of archaeological remains from the 
Middle Stone Age, about 38 000 to 77 000 years ago. Apart from ancient shell beads and the earliest 
bone arrow tips in the world, plant remains have also been recovered at the site and provide a 
window onto the past. Christine Sievers, an archaeobotanist from the University of the 
Witwatersrand, will present an introduction to the research at Sibudu and discuss the plant evidence, 
particularly the presence of sedge nutlets, which are the most frequently represented fruits in the 
deposits. All welcome!   

 

Date: Tuesday 21 June 2011  
Time: 18h00  
Place: Durban Botanic Gardens Visitors Centre, John Zikhali Rd (formerly Sydenham Rd), Durban 
Cost: R25 members of BotSoc & Friends of Durban Botanic Gardens / R35 for non-members /students with cards R15  
Proceeds to the Botanical Society of South Africa KZN Coastal Branch and the Durban Botanic Gardens Trust 
Bookings and enquiries: botsoc-kzn@mweb.co.za Tel: 031 201 5111 / 031 309 1170 
 

BOTSOC WILL BE AT THE HOUSE AND GARDEN SHOW  

Botsoc have been very fortunate to be given a free stand again, which is a wonderful 
opportunity to market BotSoc and its ideals - ΨKnow, grow and protect South Africa's 
indigenous floraΩΤ to meet with the public; to promote the September plant fair; and to 
recruit new members.  
 

Help is needed in manning the stand for a shift or two. 
Shifts are 3-4 hours as follows, but if you are able to do even half a shift, it would help. 

¶ Mondays to Thursdays: 10h00 -13h30 / 13h30 -17h00 / 17h00 -21h00 

¶ Fridays and Saturdays: 10h00 -14h00 / 14h00 -18h00 / 18h00 -22h00 

¶ Sundays: 10h00 -13h30 / 13h30 -17h00 / 17h00 -20h00 
The stand will be manned in pairs so if you are able to bring along an enthusiastic 
partner, all the better. Your assistance would be greatly appreciated. If you can 
help, please e-mail Sandra botsoc-kzn@mweb.co.za 
  

THE SHOW WILL BE HELD AT THE ICC FROM 24 JUNE TO 3 JULY 

The stand will be on the Walnut Road side, next to The Gardener magazine's stall.  
For further information about the show, please see the website: http://www.housegardenshow.co.za/ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FULL MOON WALKS AND PICNICS 
AT UMGENI VALLEY NATURE RESERVE 

Join WESSA for a full moon walk and picnic on these dates: 
Cost:  R30 per adult and R15 per child. 

Booking essential 
Contact Shari or Jade 033 330 3941 ext 115 

WESSA KZN Region 
Green Happenings  

                                                                                                                       20 June 2011 

SHC supporters, this is  
an opportunity to help 
BotSoc while enjoying  

the vibrant atmosphere  
of the show! 

BOTANICAL SOCIETY OF SA: KZN COASTAL  
Tel: 031 201 5111  Fax: 0866 518 969 
P O Box 30544 Mayville 4058 
http://www.botsoc-kzn.org.za 
http://www.botanicalsociety.org.za 
http://www.indigenousplantfair.org.za 
http://www.plantlife.co.za 

 

15 July at 17h00 
13 August at 17h00 
10 November at 17h30  
10 December at 18h30 
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APPRECIATION OF THE bLDI¢ {Y¸Σ ²L¢I Ψ[9!RNING THROUGH NATUREΩ 
Night Sky Activities this winter on these dates  
Time: 17h30 ς 20h00  
Cost: Adults R30 / Children 5-12 years R10 
Where: Farm ς ¦ƭǘƛƳŀ ¢ƘǳƭŜ bƻΦ оуΣ .Φ¢Φ 5ŀƭƭƛƴƎΣ п ƪƳ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƻǊƴŜǊ tƻǎǘΩ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ /ǳǊǊȅΩǎ tƻǎǘ wƻŀŘΦ 
Bring along: Binoculars, telescopes, sandwich supper, hot drinks, flashlights and blankets. Dress warmly! 
For bookings call Jeanette Stewart: 033 330 5980 / 079 184 5011 enviro.education@telkomsa.net 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

INVITATION TO THE DURBAN BAY ESTUARY  
MANAGEMENT PLAN VISIONING MEETING 
A public meeting will be held to involve stakeholders 

in the development of a vision for the estuary 
 

Date: 22 June 2011 
Time: 17:00 ς 19:00 
Venue: Durban Manor Hotel, 93-96 Victoria Embankment 
 

You can become involved by: 

¶ Registering to become an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) 

¶ Reviewing and providing comment on the Draft Situational Assessment 
Report before 8 July 2011. 

¶ Attending the visioning event on 22 June 2011. 

¶ Contacting Environmental Resources Management (ERM) for more 
information 

 

Proposed Elements of a Draft Vision:  

¶ To recognise that, despite the declining health of its ecosystem, Durban 
Bay continues to be a unique and important natural, economic and social 
asset at local to global scales, rich in biodiversity, and a part of our 
heritage; 

¶ To aspire to healthier functioning of the estuary; 

¶ To recognise the need to balance sustainable use and the need to 
protect the environment for current and future generations; and 

¶ To aspire to managing impacts and activities influencing Durban Bay and 
its environs in a manner that is sustainable. 
 

Durban Bay: A note from Bianca Mckelvey (WESSA:KZN Conservation Manager) 
This system is one of the most important estuaries in the province, and as you may have seen in The 
Mercury, 9th WǳƴŜ нлммΣ 5ǳǊōŀƴ .ŀȅ ƛǎ Ψƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƴƪΩ. I believe this is the first such meeting for any 
Estuary Management Plan in KZN, so if you have concerns around the use or management of the Bay, 
or if you anticipate being involved in any other estuary management plans in the province, I would 
urge you to attend, or send a representative to this meeting.  There is also some concern that because 
of the nature of the Port activities in the Bay, the attendance at this meeting could well be industry 

ƘŜŀǾȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ǎƪŜǿ ǘƘŜ ΨǾƛǎƛƻƴΩ for the Bay, and set the scene for the entire management plan.  We therefore need 
your support at the meeting in order to ensure civil society has input into a balanced approach to the future 
management of the Bay. For more info or to arrange possible sharing of transport contact:  
Bianca Mckelvey: conservation@wessakzn.org.za 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CLIMATE CHANGE SEMINAR SERIES LAUNCH INVITATION 
Guest Speaker: Debra Roberts - The 17th chance to get it right: Hopes for a Durban protocol at COP17  
Date: 22 June 2011  
Time: 17h30 for 18h00  
Venue: Natural Science Museum Research Centre, 151 K.E. Masinga Rd, Durban 
RSVP: 031 311 2256 

 

  

DURBAN BAY ON THE BRINK 
By Tony Carnie The Mercury 9/6/11 

 

After nearly 200 years of sustained 
human assault, Durban Bay is dying. 
Scientists say the bay ς still considered 
one of the most important fish-breeding 
nurseries in the country ς has reached a 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ άǘƛǇǇƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘǎ 
ecological health balances at the edge of 
 a downward spiral.  
 

The water quality is so poor that it is no 
longer safe to swim in some parts, while 
fish, birds, crabs and other plants and 
animals are losing the resilience to thrive 
in such a degraded and often-polluted 
environment.  
 

Click here for full article: 
DURBAN BAY ON THE BRINK 

Contact Information 
Environmental Resources Management 
Tel: 021 702 9100 Fax: 021 701 7900 
Email: bayofdurban@erm.com  
Postal Address: Postnet Suite 90,  
Pvt Bag X12 Tokai 7966 

 

Saturday 25 June  
Saturday 2 July   
Saturday 9 July  
Saturday 23 July  
No viewing 16 July due to the full moon 

mailto:enviro.education@telkomsa.net
mailto:conservation@wessakzn.org.za
http://www.skyscrapercity.com/showthread.php?p=79306126
mailto:bayofdurban@erm.com


 ENERGY RESOURCE PACK NOW AVAILABLE FROM WESSA SHARE-NET 
 As the threats to our planet increase, and we progressively exceed planetary boundaries we have a choice. We can 
carry on as usual, or pick up the challenge, explore the true impacts of our life styles and try 
to reduce our CO2 emissions. WESSA Share-Net has put together a resource pack to 
support learning, teaching and finding out more about Energy.  
 

The pack costs R100 (inc. VAT and postage) and includes: 

¶ Energy for Keeps: A project on renewable energy for the senior primary grades.  

¶ Ideas for energy projects. Promoting a sustainable lifestyle.  

¶ My Carbon Footprint.  

¶ Climate Change Lesson Plans on CD 

¶ Enviro Facts: Energy / Energy and the Environment.  

¶ A one-page information sheet on Energy including tips for saving energy  
  

!ƴŘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǘƻŎƪǎ ƭŀǎǘ Χ 

¶ Global Warming. A two-in-one educational booklet and word games, featuring causes, effects and 
solutions. Compiled by the Department of Environmental Affairs. 

¶ Climate Change ς Why should I as a person of faith ōŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΚ /ƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ CŀƛǘƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ 
Environment Institute 

¶ Energy and the Curriculum. A series of activities and lessons. 
 

To order or for more info contact:  Hazel 033 330 3931 X 124 / hazel@wessa.co.za 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

²9{{! {¦{¢!Lb95Ω{ 9bVIRONMENTAL EDUCATORS COURSES IN 2011 
Book now for these popular accredited courses that explore approaches to environmental 
teaching and learning. The course is accredited at Level 5 on the National Qualifications 
Framework (NQF) which means you can claim Skills Development Levy funding to pay for it 
(speak to your organisation's HR Manager or Skills Development Facilitator about this).  

 

The second Environmental Educators Course for 2011 will be from 25-29 July at Treasure Beach, Durban. 
Contact Ncami on 033 330 3931 ext 134 or sustained@wessa.co.za 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY WAS 20 JUNE 2011 This is not a date always 

noted on environmental calendars, but it should be.  In an overpopulated world, 
with rapidly diminishing natural resources and the impacts of climate change 
becoming increasingly severe, more and more people are being faced with this 
terrible reality.  This year, the UNHCR is marking its 60th anniversary with a rich and 
varied programme of events worldwide, and the launch of the "One" global 
campaign to increase awareness about the forcibly displaced and stateless. On 20 
June, the UNHCR headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland launched the 1 CAMPAIGN 
which invites and encourages the public to 'Do 1 Thing' to express solidarity with 
refugees, people who through no fault of their own, are forced to flee persecution 
and human rights violations in their countries of origin.  
  

100 Schools Doing 1 Thing:  ONE of the things schools can do, is have a screening 

of the movie Where Do I Stand? as part of a hundred schools across South Africa 
showing solidarity with refugees. Where Do I Stand? is a 37 minute documentary 
film directed by Molly Blank in partnership with Shikaya that helps us to understand 
the ethical choices that young people made in the wake of the 2008 xenophobic 
attacks and how one young refugee was affected.  

  
 

  

Websites: Where Do I Stand? http://wheredoistandfilm.com/   Shikaya http://shikaya.org/ 
 A free copy of the movie was available by sending an SMS to 076 288 0279, an e-mail to 
100schools@shikaya.org   or a fax to 021 671 7200 by 16 June.  Follow up directly for latest 
info on acquiring a copy of the film. 

 
WORLD POPULATION DAY 11 JULY 2011  

The global population increased from 1 billion in 1810 to nearly 7 billion in 2010 
The scientific consensus is that the current population expansion and accompanying increase in usage of resources is 

linked to threats to the ecosystem. The InterAcademy Panel Statement on Population Growth, which was ratified by 58 
member national academiŜǎ ƛƴ мффпΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ΨǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
environmental problems, such as rising levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide, global warming, and pollution, were 
aggravated by the population expansion. At the time, the world population stood at 5.5 billion, and lower-bound 

scenarios predicted a peak of 7.8 billion by 2050, a number that current estimates show will be reached around 2030. 
http://www.un.org/en/events/populationday/ 
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COMING UP AT DURBAN BOTANIC GARDENS  
SATURDAY 25 JUNE 8:30 am TO 3:00 pm 
Food Garden Workshop R150 - Friends Concession R125 Bring your own lunch  
For information call 031 3091170 and to complete a booking form. 
 

SUNDAY 26 JUNE 9:30 am ς 11.00 am 
TOUR AND TEA ς ά²ƛƴǘŜǊ CƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ tƭŀƴǘǎέ ! DǳƛŘŜŘ Walk through the Gardens 
For Information call Info Centre 031 309 1170 

 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY (NO WEEKENDS) 27 JUNE TO 15 JULY AT 10.00 am   
ΨWƻƴŀƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŀƭŜΩ presented by the Rhumbelow Theatre in association with the Botanic Gardens  
Amphitheatre, Durban Botanic Gardens ς for children 4yrs to 10 yrs 
For information call 031 2025819 (office hours) 
 

12, 13 & 14 JULY 8:30 am to 3:00 pm 
Permaculture Course for Children R75 pp - Bring your own lunch  
For information call 031 3091170 and to complete a booking form 
 

SUNDAY 17 JULY at 2:30 pm 
Old Mutual Music at the Lake Concert with Shashika Mooruth & Traditional Dancers 
Online tickets www.ticketbreak.co.za  or from Info Centre - 031 309 1170 
 

SUNDAY 24 JULY 2:30 pm  
LYRICS ON THE LAWN - AMPHITHEATRE featuring THE STREELDRUMS AND MARIMBA BAND  
Tickets available before concert starts. For information call 031 202 5819 weekday 
 

SUNDAY 20 JULY 9:30 am ς 11 am 
TOUR AND TEA ς Guided Themed Walk through the Gardens. For Information call Info Centre ς 031 309 1170 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOTANICAL SOCIETY OF SA, KZN INLAND BRANCH UPCOMING EVENTS IN PIETERMARITZBURG 
Demo Garden Bulb Talk @ the Aloe Festival: Calvin Becker, a young ς and very keen ς bulb 
enthusiast, will give a talk and demonstration on the popular topic of growing bulbs.  
Date: Saturday 2 July  
Time: 10.00 am  
Where: Rocky Wonder Aloe Nursery, Ashburton  
Cost: Discounted entry for BotSoc members (i.e. R20) on presentation of valid membership card.  
For more information contact: Celma Croudace  084 721 889 / 033 347 291 (H) 033 392 2370 (W) 
 

The Eden Project (Parts 1 & 2)  
Date: Sunday 14 August  
Time: 2.30 pm   
Where: Clivia Room, KZN-NBG 
²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘ 
is happening. Watch a screening of the first two parts of a fascinating set of 
four DVDs on the Eden Project (situated in Cornwall, UK). We will watch one 
DVD (an hour), have tea, and then watch the next one.  
Parts 3 & 4 will be screened on Sunday, 18 Sept.  
Contact Christina with queries: botsockzninland@gmail.com  
033 260 5146 / 082 062 2939 
 

Advance notice: Bot Soc /CANSA Tea Party in the Avenue 
Sunday 11 September 10.30 for 11.00 am 
This year will be a Spring Tea Party, so we encourage you to start dreaming 
up appropriate spring themes for your tea table. Dust off your flowery tea 
sets, start practicing your baking, get your guest list in order, and ς definitely 
ς plan your hat! We want to make this a bumper event for the Gardens, our 
Society and CANSA, so please support it as best you can. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  

The Eden Project successfully combines ecology, 
horticulture, science, art and architecture. It 
provides an informative and enjoyable experience 
while promoting ways to maintain a sustainable 
future in terms of human global dependence on 
plants and trees. The exhibits include over one 
hundred thousand plants representing five 
thousand species from many of the climate zones 
of the world. 

 

http://www.ticketbreak.co.za/
mailto:botsockzninland@gmail.com


 Venues open 10 am ς 4 pm 
Celebrate a fantastic Aloe Festival with the Lower Mpushini Valley Conservancy on Saturday and 
Sunday the 2ND & 3RD OF JULY. The festival will be held over 4 venues. Cost of entry will be R30 for 
entry into all venues, lectures, walks, talks and access to all craft markets.  

PROGRAMME 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Toprock Fossil, Crystal and Mineral Museum: A stunning display of Fossils, from Dinosaur bones, Australopithecus skull, Elephant Bird 

Egg, Cavebear skull & Paws, a 54 Million year old Crocodile, along with around 2700 beautiful mineral specimens, crystals, gemstones - all sorts 
ƻŦ ΨbŀǘǳǊŜǎ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ CƭƻǿŜǊǎΩ on show, and the widest variety of stones in South Africa for sale. Also a snake show by GARTH CARPENTER, 
several artists showing off their work, vendors selling all sorts of crafts, bird boxes, tomato throwing, unique high quality African furniture, worm 
farms, Aloe Art, Crystal sales. 

¶ Lunches will be served at Toprock Farm, vegetarians will also be catered for. 

¶ Teas and fresh homemade cakes will be served at The Three Aloes Bush Tea Garden (included in R30 entrance fee)  

¶ A friendly bush bar will be running for the duration of Aloe festival by our friend Buffalo Bill (we will open early evening as well)  

¶ Live Music by well known Artists PAN LATINO and PAUL DE FLEURIOT 

¶ Also a Nature Trail through Galago farm and Toprock farm for Aloe Viewing 
 

SPECIALIST TALKS:  The Lower Mpushini Valley Conservancy is very pleased to host the 
Botsoc/Demƻ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ǘŀƭƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƭƻŜ Festival at Rocky Aloe Nursery: 
Growing Bulbs presented by CALVIN BECKER Sat 2nd JULY at 10 am   
Calvin Becker is a young, and very keen, bulb enthusiast, with a general interest in horticulture. 
Calvin is currently studying towards an Honours degree in Plant Pathology. 
Gardening with Succulents presented by ALISON YOUNG Sun 3rd JULY at 10 am  
Alison Young is a highly knowledgeable and dedicated horticulturist and conservationist.  
She is Horticulturist at UKZN Botanical Garden, KZN Conservancy Association Secretary and serves on the local Botanical Society committee.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HIKES AND WALKS 
HAWAAN FOREST WALKS: Next walk is Saturday 2 July 2011 
On the first Saturday of every month, the Umhlanga Branch of WESSA offers a guided 
walk in the Hawaan Forest owned by Tongaat-Hulett Ltd. It begins at 08h00 and a 
donation to the Society would be appreciated. This is not a strenuous walk and lasts 
approx. 3 hours. Please meet at the corner of Portland and Herald Drives, Umhlanga 
Rocks. Contact Phoebe Carnegie  031 566 4018 or Allister Starke 076 145 6896 
SPRINGSIDE NATURE RESERVE, HILLCREST 
Guided twice-monthly walks with knowledgeable leaders, 2nd Wednesday and 2nd 
Sunday, at 8.30am on easy well-maintained trails through grassland, forest and 
wetland areas. Max. 2 hours. Organised by Springside Hillcrest Conservancy 
Refreshments served at no charge. Donations accepted for IAP control & 
improvements to the Reserve  
Enquiries: Sue S tel. 031 765 6809 or beryldraper@vodamail.co.za 
UMHLANGA LAGOON NATURE RESERVE 
There are guided walks every day between 9am and 11am. Bookings at the Breakers 
Resort. There is a charge of R30 pp and half price for children under 13 years. 
VIRGINIA BUSH WALKS 
The Friends of Virginia Bush have a guided walk through Virginia Bush, which is held 
on the third Sunday of every month at 10h30, and lasts approximately one hour. For 
more information contact: Jean Rodel of Tree Frog Landscapes 
Tel: 031 564 9521 Cell: 078 453 4848 Fax: 086 520 9048 www.treefrogs.co.za 
KRANTZKLOOF NATURE RESERVE 
Kranzkloof Nature Reserve Honary Officers do two formal guided walks on the first 
and Third Sunday of each month.  Cost R 30 per adult - 
bring your lunch, plenty of water, good shoes, hat and 
sunblock. Meet at Kloof Falls picnic site at 08h00 Contact 
John Terblanche valuerjohn@mweb.co.za  082 456 3805  

VENUE 2: IMPALA BEND  

¶ Val-Lea Vista Indigenous Plant Sale 

¶ Arts & Crafts 
VENUE 3: ROCKY WONDER 

¶ Over 200 species of Aloe to view 

¶ Aloe sales   

¶ Specialist Talks 
VENUE пΥ {t9b/9wΩ{ t[!/9 

¶ Self Guided Trail 

 

ENTRY R30.00 per person.  Botanical Society 
Members R20.00 on presentation of their 
membership card. Free entrance to children 

ENQUIRIES: Darlene Bond 082 933 5036  

 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve was proclaimed in 
1950. It is a fine example of coastal forest and 
grasslands with the Molweni River running through 
it. Covering 600 hectares, it is situated in Kloof, 
between Hillcrest and Pinetown. Wildlife includes 
zebra, bushbuck, blue, red and grey duiker, vervet 
monkey, rock hyrax, slender mongoose, white-tailed 
mongoose, Egyptian mongoose, banded mongoose, 
water monitor and genet. Birdlife is abundant, with 
over 200 species on record. The reserve has an 
interesting variety of indigenous flora. 20 km of 
nature walks and two picnic sites are available. 
These attractive picnic areas are located at Kloof 
Falls, and 5 kms from the falls where the Nkutu 
stream crosses Valley Drive. Both are equipped with 
barbecue facilities and ablutions. There are two view 
sites to take in the breathtaking beauty of 
Krantzkloof Gorge. An Activities Centre, equipped 
with basic conference facilities, is available for use 
by education groups and other parties.  
Website http://kknr.org.za/   

 

VENUE 1: TOPROCK 

¶ Tea Garden 

¶ Lunches 

¶ Arts & Craft Market 

¶ Gemstones, Crystals & Fossils 

¶ Music 

¶ Self Guided Trail 

 

 

The Hawaan Forest is situated near Umhlanga, in 
KZN. It is a large remnant of dry coastal dune forest 
and the last of its kind. The forest grows on a dune 
that dates back 18,000 years. The Hawaan is 
currently under the guardianship of the Wildlife and 
Environment Society of Southern Africa (WESSA), 
but is owned by the Tongaat Hulett Group. The 
Hawaan Forest is home to various wildlife, the 
largest of which include: Bushbuck, Red Duiker, Blue 
Duiker, Bushpig, and African Rock Python. Birds 
include the Crowned Eagle, Crested Guinea fowl and 
endangered Spotted Ground-thrush. Smaller species 
include the KwaZulu Dwarf Chameleon, Coast Purple 
Tip butterfly, forest dwelling Millipedes.  

 

mailto:beryldraper@vodamail.co.za
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CLIMATE CHANGE: The time for action is now! 
The UN Climate Change Convention, COP17, is taking place in Durban in December.  
It is THE most crucial UNFCCC Conference to date, with 2012 marking the end of the 

Kyoto Accord, and with no meaningful action yet taken at the previous sixteen. 
MOVIE SCREENINGS WESSA branches and centres, educators, environmental societies, groups and 

organisations ... in fact anyone who wants to help build awareness around the issue of Climate 
Change can arrange a screening ƻŦ ΨIƻƳŜΩ ƻǊ ΨThe Nature of LifeΩ  

Contact Jenny: 031 201 3126 research@wessakzn.org.za 

The Nature of Life: Africa's indigenous elders speak out about climate change in Africa. From the San 

Bushmen of the Kalahari to the Dogon of Mali, these are the people who will suffer the most from global 
warming, yet their voices are seldom heard. What can we learn from their wisdom about our changing 
climate and the future of this planet? An epic film told from an African perspective that looks at uniquely 
African technologies offering solutions and hope to humanity's greatest challenge yet ς Global Climate 
Change. όbƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǾƛŘ {ǳȊǳƪƛϥǎ ϥbŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ōƛƻƳƛƳƛŎǊȅύ  
To watch trailer on YouTube Click Here 
 

HOME - an aerial portrait of our beautiful planet: The movie Home, gives ŀ ΨōƛǊŘΩǎ ŜȅŜ ǾƛŜǿΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΦ Yann Arthus-

Bertrand uses stunning cinematography, in a movie shot entirely from above to depict the impact human activity is having on the 
planet. Our impact on the Earth is greater than the planet can bear: we consume too much and are about to exhaust its resources. 
From the sky, we have a clear view of where the earth is wounded.  Home presents a simple explanation of present-day problems, 
but it also says there is a solution - we are at a crossroads, and we have to make some important decisions if we want to change 
the world. HOME was released internationally on Friday June 5, 2009. On the night of its release, many theatres offered free 
screenings. A giant open-air screening at the champ-de-mars in Paris drew 20 000 spectators, and the simultaneous TV broadcast 
of the movie on France 2 TV channel drew more than 8 million people. At the European Elections the following Sunday, green 
parties had an unexpectedly high showing and emerged strengthened with nearly 60 elected MEPs.  
To watch the making of HOME on YouTube Click Here 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SSkkyyddiivvee  ffoorr  RRhhiinnooss  
African Conservation Trust Trust No: IT 2174/00    NPO No: 030-243    PBO No: 930014758 IUCN No: NG/25190 

On Saturday 6 August 2011, 30 staff members and supporters of the African Conservation Trust (ACT)  
will be leaping out of a plane on to raise awareness and funding for anti-poaching activities that are  

ǳǊƎŜƴǘƭȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǊƘƛƴƻ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 

The Skydive for Rhinos jump will be done by ordinary people who have had enough of the escalating 
rhino slaughter and who are willing to do something extreme to increase awareness, as well as give other ordinary 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƳƻǎǘΦ ACT canvassed 
experts and identified the following high priority anti-poaching interventions. Supporters donating via Skydive for 
Rhinos can decide which activity to support. Other critically-needed interventions may be added to this list, as 
feedback from conservation stakeholders is still being received: 

¶ Equipping anti-poaching patrol teams: boots, flak jackets, 2-way radios, tents, sleeping bags, hi-powered 
binoculars, etc. 

¶ GPS tracking:  ƴŜǿ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇŀƛƴƭŜǎǎƭȅ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǊƘƛƴƻΩǎ ƘƻǊƴ. Sends a continuous signal to a 
monitoring station and alerts anti-poaching patrols if a rhƛƴƻΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜǊǊŀǘƛŎΦ 

¶ Rhino identification:  individually identifying rhinos by ear-notching and micro-chipping. 

¶ Aerial surveillance: a proven method of deterring poaching, as rhinos in reserves under regular air patrol are not 
targeted. Aƭǎƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǇƻŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ, and assists SAPS and conservation officials with 
capture and arrests. 

 

From 1 June, the campaign kicks into high gear, including ΨwƻǎƛŜΣ ǘƘŜ {ƪȅŘƛǾƛƴƎ wƘƛƴƻΩ icon, a dedicated webpage, 
Facebook page, fundraising campaign and online blog, and as much newspaper, radio and TV support as we can 
muster.   We would deeply appreciate your help in spreading the word and encouraging as many people as possible to 
lend their support, whether it is via sponsorship, donations or helping to generate further exposure.  
 

Where: {ƪȅŘƛǾŜ 5ǳǊōŀƴΩǎ 9ǎǘƻƴ ōŀǎŜΣ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ¢ŀƭŀ DŀƳŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ 
When: Saturday, 6 August 2011 (alternate: Saturday, 13 August, in case of bad weather) 
Sponsors are welcome to join us to witness this ΨŦƛǊǎǘΩ in the world. For more information and/or to give your support, 
please contact Sheelagh Antrobus, Micah van Schalkwyk or Anelisa Ngwenya at the ACT offices in Pietermaritzburg  
Telephone 033 342 2844 or email talk@projectafrica.com 

Films for Thought 

mailto:research@wessakzn.org.za
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kN6PVCyJdg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQaB1PdsJ_s
mailto:talk@projectafrica.com

